
Sixteenth Annual Ozarks Studies Symposium, 2023 
Call for Proposals 

 
The Ozarks Studies Committee of Missouri State University-West Plains seeks proposals for its 
16th annual symposium to be held at the West Plains Civic Center on September 21-23, 2023.  
 
 
The theme of the 2023 symposium is “Legacies of the Ozarks.” This broad theme is intended to 
accommodate consideration of a wide variety of topics. The committee is also happy to consider 
a variety of supplemental topics or approaches related to the Ozarks.  
 
For purposes of this symposium, the Ozarks is defined broadly to encompass much of southern 
Missouri and northern Arkansas and adjacent portions of Oklahoma, Kansas, and Illinois.  
 
Community members, historians, oral historians, folklorists, artists, writers, scholars, or students 
representing any discipline or field are invited to propose presentations consistent with this 
theme. Each presenter will be allotted 30 minutes; presenters will be asked to limit their prepared 
presentations to approximately 20 to 25 minutes to allow time for questions and discussion. 
Presentations may take the form of conventional conference papers or any other form suitable for 
such a symposium.  
 
Proposals should be approximately 200 to 300 words in length and should include a preliminary 
summary of the content of the proposed presentation and a list of any audio-visual or other 
technological requirements. They should also include the submitter's name, institutional 
affiliation and/or professional title, and complete contact information.  
 
 
Student Sessions: The Ozarks Studies Symposium encourages students of all levels to contribute 
proposals, including poster session proposals related to the theme.  
 
 
Email proposals to Dr. Jason McCollom, Associate Professor of History at Missouri State 
University-West Plains, at either jasonmccollom@missouristate.edu.To be given first 
consideration, proposals must be received by July 1, 2023.  
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	Each presenter will be allotted 30 minutes; presenters are asked to limit their prepared presentations to approximately 20 to 25 minutes to allow time for questions and discussion.
	8:00-9:00  Refreshments
	9:00  Welcome: Dr. Dennis Lancaster, Chancellor, Missouri State University-West Plains
	9:15  Alison Overcash, Park University
	Made in Missouri: Pollution and Politics at the Lake of the Ozarks
	10:35 Dr. Mara W. Cohen Ioannides, Department of English, Missouri State University
	11:10  Jo Van Arkel, Professor of English, Drury University
	Women and Ozark Folklore and the Making of Historical Flash Fiction:  Awakening Old Stories with New Fictional Forms
	2:00  Dr. John J. Han, Professor of English and Creative Writing, Missouri Baptist University
	Nature Meets Civilization: The Arcadian Myth in Harold Bell Wright’s Ozarks Novels
	In Back to Nature: The Arcadian Myth in Urban America (1969), Peter J. Schmitt discusses the back-to-nature movement led by middle-class urbanites from the turn of the twentieth century to shortly after World War I.  While the movement leaders viewed ...
	Indeed, Wright’s Ozarks novels reflect the Arcadian myth of the country in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.  An outdoor enthusiast, Wright sees the Ozarks as a place where the Creator resides and ecotherapy takes place.  At the same ...
	Meanwhile, in Shepherd of the Hills Country: Tourism Transforms the Ozarks, 1880s-1930s (1999), Lynn Morrow and Linda Myers-Phinney discuss Wright’s Shepherd of the Hills (1907) as an Arcadian novel instrumental to the rise of the Ozark Mountains as a...
	Based on Schmitt’s balanced view of the Arcadian myth in Wright’s time, this paper analyzes The Shepherd of the Hills, The Re-Creation of Brian Kent (1919), and Ma Cinderella (1932), contending that Wright is an Arcadian novelist who both loves and ot...
	Audience Questions: 2:25-2:30
	First established by President Theodore Roosevelt in December 1907 the then Arkansas National Forest was in western Arkansas south of the Arkansas River. In the second decade of the twentieth century the Forest Service began buying land in Oklahoma to...
	It was in the opening years of the twentieth century that people at the state and federal level began the push for the establishment of national forests in Arkansas. As mentioned above their efforts came to fruition in 1907. By the 1920s the additio...
	Audience Questions: 3:00-3:05
	8:30 Dr. Carla Kirchner, Associate Professor, Southwest Baptist University
	In his 1947 Ozark Superstitions, folklorist Vance Randolph argues that the telling of ghost tales among Ozarkers is “much more common than it is today,” attributing the loss of the genre to the loss of “lonesome,” romantic places that breed such stori...
	Audience Questions: 8:55-9:00
	9:05 Tim Nutt, Director of the Historical Research Center, University of Arkansas for Medical Sciences
	And……Action! Movies and Television Shows Filmed or Set in the Ozarks
	Throughout the years, the Ozarks Mountains have been used as settings in feature films and television shows. Some have appealed to both critics and the public, while others have been elevated to cult status because of their awfulness. But, there are s...
	Audience Questions: 9:30-9:35
	Discover the original Ozark cemeteries in the White River Valley prior to the Bull Shoals Dam construction. Preview the 74-year-old, Army Corps of Engineers’ negatives brought into vivid color as we uncover Ozark gravesites & burial traditions.
	Audience Questions: 10:05-10:10
	10:10 Break
	Audience Questions: 10:55-11:00
	I’m a professional wildlife biologist, but I descended from a family of poachers.  It is often common for the poaching tradition to be transmitted from generation to generation. So our family may be a rare exception.
	I will link the wildlife conservation story in Missouri to my family’s story.
	Before 1937 the state fish and game agency was controlled by state politics.  Wildlife habitat and wildlife populations had declined sharply.  Even in the Ozarks the ravages of timber harvest, woodland burning, and erosive farming had depleted the onc...
	I’m here to confess that my paternal grandfather was part of the problem back in those days.  He told me that hunting wild turkeys was easy.  He said he shot six on a pond bank while on horseback.  Nothing to it, he said.  That was probably in the 192...
	My maternal grandfather was more of a law-abiding sportsman.  He was one of the lucky 400 Missouri hunters who legally killed a deer in 1937, the last year the season was open for deer until 1945.  He shot it with a rifle his Carter County in-laws had...
	By about age 14 I was regularly hunting quail with Dad over his bird dogs. He bought me my first hunting license and taught me about season dates, daily bag limits, and legal methods.
	Audience Questions: 11:30-11:35
	Vigilante Justice in Northern Arkansas: The Murder of Thurzia Baker, the Rape of Eliza Morgan, and the Trial of Robert Inness
	During the October Term of 1887, a man by the name of Robert Inness stood trial at the Sharp County courthouse in Evening Shade, Arkansas. The accusations against him were the murder of Thurzia Baker and the rape of Eliza Morgan. At first glance, this...
	Audience Questions: 12:05-12:10
	12:10 Lunch Break
	1:30 Dr. Elisabeth George, Independent Researcher and K-12 Educator/Administrator
	Lesbian and Gay Life in Southern Missouri in the Twentieth Century
	Lesbian and gay life in southern Missouri in the second half of the twentieth century was
	largely characterized by coalition building, the creation of shared identities, and the development
	of a myriad of tactics for everyday survival and political activism. In this presentation, I build on
	recent midwestern and southern lesbian and gay scholarship outside of major cities by moving
	beyond the traditional narratives of homonormativity and metronormativity that place coastal
	metropoles like New York and San Francisco at the center of lesbian and gay politics and
	activism. Oftentimes, places like southern Missouri have been glossed over or completely
	erased as potential centers of gay and lesbian community building and political activism. In order
	to combat such erasure, I situate this talk within a context where people traveled between the
	rural hinterland and semi-urban landscapes. While the New Christian Right had a stronghold in
	the “buckle of the biblebelt,” the region’s lesbian and gay population pushed back in several
	ways. They formed service organizations, created new ways to traverse the sexual landscape, and
	met outspoken critics of homosexuality with equally fiery resistance. Ultimately, I will show
	how lesbians and gays in southwest Missouri developed a sense of belonging in the communities
	in which they lived in the latter half of the twentieth century in order to navigate complicated
	relationships in their lives, extreme loss during the AIDS crisis, and their engagement with an
	ongoing public debate over the morality of homosexuality.
	Audience Questions: 1:55-2:00
	2:05 Bob Cunningham, Norfork Natural Resources Consulting
	Exploring Turn-of-the-Century Logging Railroads in the Missouri Ozarks
	During the later portion of the 19th and early 20th centuries, some of the nation’s largest lumber companies operated in southern Missouri.  Extensive railroads, called trams, transported logs, equipment, and crews between the logging camps and the sa...
	Audience Questions: 2:30-2:35
	2:40 Dr. Sean Rost, The State Historical Society of Missouri
	In 2021, The State Historical Society of Missouri was awarded an American Rescue Plan Act grant through the National Endowment for the Humanities and Missouri Humanities for a project titled “African American Heritage in the Ozarks.” This project aims...
	In this presentation, project members will discuss several key components of the project, including excerpts from audio/video oral histories, the creation of the “Emancipation Day in the Missouri Ozarks” interactive map and “The Thunderbird Spirit” ep...
	Audience Questions: 3:05-3:10
	3:15 Mariah E. Marsden, The Ohio State University
	Textual Encounters in the Ozarks
	Growing up in the rural Missouri Ozarks, we often had piles of paper around the house: clippings of local news sent over by my grandmother; pamphlets from the neighboring Mennonite church left inside our mailbox; bulletins my father had saved from his...
	I propose a connection between print culture and folklore studies that can offer new insights into the communicative and cultural resources of a region shaped by its rurality. Rather than centering popular publications with broad circulation, I take a...
	Audience Questions: 3:40-3:45
	3:50  Lou Wehmer, Independent Scholar, West Plains
	Southern Missouri’s Most Hated Man
	Colonel William Monks played an outsized role in the partisan clashes of the Civil War and Reconstruction eras. Lou Wehmer guides the audience through his tumultuous life as “Southern Missouri’s Most Hated Man.”
	Audience Questions: 4:15-4:20
	4:25 Prof. Mark Spitzer, Associate Professor of Creative Writing, University of Central Arkansas
	Cryptozarkia
	Tall tales and embellished narratives of supernatural creatures are signature conventions of “cultural encounters in the Ozarks” that contain rich, colorful backstories. Though apocryphal in nature, this tradition has historically supplied the communa...
	Audience Questions: 4:50-4:55
	5:00 Dr. Tom Kersen, Associate Professor of Sociology, Jackson State University
	Columba Krebs: The Story of an Ozarks Spiritual Saucerian and Cosmic Artist
	As a region, the Ozarks offers many things to fascinate a scholar. Focusing on the creative side of the Ozarks, I wish to look at one person, Columba Krebs, who lived on the margins of American culture and created alternative worlds through her art an...
	Audience Questions: 5:25-5:30
	5:35 Alex T. Primm, Community and Oral Historian, Springfield, Missouri
	A Visit to Ginny and Leaonard Hall
	This paper will focus on the work of Leonard Hall and his wife Virginna of Caledonia, Mo. The couple was involved in environmental issues of the late twentieth century. My parents had a cabin near their Possum Trot Farm in the Belleview Valley, so I h...
	Audience Questions: 6:00-6:05
	6:15 Screening of Ozarks Deep Art and Culture Trails: West Plains Story Tour
	A documentary film about West Plains history. Popcorn provided!
	OZARKS DEEP: ART AND CULTURE TRAILS | West Plains Council on the Arts (westplainsarts.org)
	Elder Mountain: A Journal of Ozarks Studies
	Published by the Department of English at Missouri State University-West Plains.
	Volumes 1-9 are available for sale at the Symposium’s book table.
	_____________________________________________________
	Ozarks Studies Program at Missouri State University-Springfield
	The Ozarks Studies Program is an interdisciplinary minor course of study allowing students to concentrate on the geography, history, literature, and cultures of the Ozarks. The minor provides students with an understanding and appreciation of the envi...



